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Epilogue
In the last days of the session, just two days before adjournment, a
political pay-off was made. The Indiana Senators, Bright and Fitch,
had been challenged at the beginning of the session, and their right to
their seats questioned. The judiciary committee had been ostensibly
considering the case for months, but it did not see fit to speak until May
24. Then Hunter kept the vote on seating of the Senators out of the
way of the appropriations bills despite Bright's insistence, until June 11,
three days before adjournment. The brutal facts at length came out in
an afternoon debate. Indiana, it was revealed, required election of
Senators by a joint session of both houses of the legislature. In 1855,
when the Republicans had a majority on joint ballot, the Democratic
minority in the Senate had prevented a joint session and caused a
vacancy. The Republicans remembered this and in 1857, when the
Democrats had a majority on joint ballot, the Republican majority in
the Senate refused to go into joint session, probably hoping for a deal
whereby they would be accorded the Senator who had been denied them
two years before. The Democrats had refused to trade, and the Senate
minority led by the Democratic lieutenant-governor joined the house
in an irregular joint session which elected Bright and Fitch by a clear
majority of both houses.
By this series of sharp plays the Democrats had secured the reelection
of Bright, to which they were entitled, and were attempting to sneak
in Fitch for the rest of the other term, 1857-1861. The latter was plain
larceny. In the United States Senate most of the Democrats ignored the
details and took the high ground that a Republican minority was trying
to steal the rights of a Democratic majority. The party, with the aid of
the Maryland Whig, Kennedy, on June 12 seated the two Hoosiers,
30-23. Broderick, Douglas, Houston, Mason, and Pearce of the Demo-
crats refused to concur. Bright and Fitch were thus rewarded for their
southern sympathies and their "loyalty" on Kansas.39